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The Great Controversy and Last Generation Theology
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I. Introduction to the Great Controversy

A. Big questions about evil.
One of the great philosophical questions: Why is there evil in the world?                                                                      It has been a challenge for many Christians. Not many think “because Eve ate the fruit” is a good enough answer. How can the existence of evil be explained if God is all loving and all powerful? How could God allow such suffering and pain to be in the world?  

An all-powerful God would stop evil unless He isn’t all loving after all. 
Does He care?
A loving God would stop evil unless He isn’t all powerful. Isn’t He strong enough?

B. Man’s struggle for answers; God’s intervention.
Many people in history unable to find a satisfactory explanation for sin and suffering have decided that there isn’t really such a God at all. If a god exists, He isn’t the all-powerful, all loving God that the Bible says He is. Therefore, they have rejected the Bible as the trustworthy word of God. Yet, the Bible does have answers. However, people have not seen those answers so clearly. To help people see the Bible answers, God gave visions to Ellen White delineating the big picture of God’s dealing with the problem of evil, the problem of sin and suffering. What do we call this big picture? The Great Controversy.

C. Where do we find the Great Controversy information in Ellen White’s writings?
Three books in The Conflict of the Ages Series have the most information.
Patriarchs and Prophets, chapter one, “Why Was Sin Permitted?”
The Desire of Ages, chapter 3, “The Fulness of Time.”
The Desire of Ages, chapter 79, “It Is Finished.”
The Great Controversy, Chapter 29, “The Origin of Evil.” There are other helpful things in other chapters in The GC as well, especially near the end.                                                                                                                             Another very helpful book is The Story of Redemption. The first three chapters have some very interesting details not found in the Conflict of the Ages series.

D. Goals for this presentation.
The chapters mentioned above are the foundation for what I will be sharing. However, I will not merely be repeating the story and all the details. You can read all that for yourself. I will be trying to bring out the main issues. What we will see is that all of Satan’s deceptions can be broken down or grouped into three basic deceptions. As you will see, the final generation has a place in this. Back in 1977 John Wood presented this three-deception idea in his Gift of Prophecy classes at AUC, and I’ve been thinking about it ever since. Before we go there, lets just go to the Bible to get some of the basic biblical facts.  
   
II. The Biblical Basis for the Origin of the Great Controversy

A. Who started the conflict and how did it begin? 
Isaiah 14:12-14 
“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning…For thou hast said in thine heart…I will exalt my throne above the stars of God…I will be like the Most High.”
Someone named Lucifer tried to exalt himself over God. 
B. Who was Lucifer? Why did he rebel? 
Ezekiel 28:14-17 
“You are the anointed cherub that covers…You were perfect in your ways from the day that you were created, till iniquity was found in you.                                                                                 Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty, you have corrupted your wisdom by reason of your brightness.”
Lucifer was a covering cherub. That is an angel of high standing. The Old Testament sanctuary model reveals that a covering cherub is next to throne of God. An angel could not have a higher position. Lucifer was created perfect as were all the angels. However, he became sinful with pride and self-exaltation. His wisdom became corrupted.
C. What will become of the devil?                                                                                                                  Ezekiel 28:16 says God “will destroy thee, O covering cherub, and verse 18 says, “I will bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.”

D.  Why is it taking God so long to get rid of the devil and the sin problem that he started? This is what we want to understand.
 
E. Where was the storm center of the controversy?                                                                                              Revelation 12:7-9. (Read it from the Bible)

F. Luke 10:18. Jesus said that He witnessed Satan being expelled from heaven.

G. Note: The book of Job also has very helpful insights on the Great Controversy.


III. Issues of the Great Controversy in the Writings of Ellen White 

A. How the trouble started and culminated in the war in heaven. 
In Ellen White’s descriptions of life for the angels in heaven, she describes everything as built on the law of self-sacrificing love. There was harmony and happiness. There was nothing even resembling forced allegiance. However, she writes this about one prominent angel. “Little by little, Lucifer came to indulge a desire for self-exaltation” (GC 494). Eventually, Lucifer began piously complaining about the way God was ruling, and he tried to win the “service and homage” of the other angels. He was trying to take “power which was the prerogative of Christ’s alone to wield” (GC 494).
There were supreme efforts to bring reconciliation, to help Lucifer understand the disaster that would result from his course. “Again and again he was offered pardon on condition of repentance and submission” (GC 496).  
Lucifer was the first spin master. He constantly misrepresented the words and actions of God. Having been an angel of high rank, he had always had the trust of the other angels. Angels had never heard lies before and naturally felt confused at first. Some began openly sympathizing with Lucifer. Others wept in dismay. The harmony of heaven was broken. (Note: There are many very interesting details here, but not enough time to cover them all.) 
Revelation 12 said there was war in heaven. Michael and His angels cast out Satan and his angels. Lucifer had tried to take God’s throne according to Isaiah 14:14. It was all self- exaltation. But He couldn’t openly admit that to himself or to other angels. Somehow, he had to put the blame on God. With what did Lucifer find fault with God?      
B. The devil’s main issue with God and its false premises.

God is an unfair, unjust, arbitrary tyrant. 

This is deception number one. These words are all found in various places in Ellen white’s descriptions of Satan’s claims. The question is, why did he say these things about God? He had a definite premise for this. In what specific situation was he unhappy and though God to be unfair? He wanted to be equal to Michael the Archangel, the Son of God. Even though Michael was in appearance as an angel, He was more than an angel. He could counsel with God the Father in light unapproachable where The Father and Son planned the creation of the earth. Lucifer complained that he wasn’t included in the creation plans; that favoritism was being given the Son of God. Lucifer imagined that he was the victim of some injustice.

God is an unfair, unjust, arbitrary tyrant. 
          The Premise: The Son of God, Michael, was favored over him.

Along with this accusation, Lucifer had another complaint. He was aware in some way that there was a law governing the angels. Naturally, if God wasn’t just, His law couldn’t be just either. In fact, if an arbitrary tyrant has a law, it can only be to keep others in subjection. So, resisting that law, finding fault with that law, and inspiring others with the same perspective would be a necessary corollary to his main charge. 

God is an unfair, unjust, arbitrary tyrant. 
          The Premise: The Son of God, Michael, was favored over him.
          Corollary charge: God has no right to impose His law.

C. What is God’s answer to this claim that He was an unjust tyrant?
God knew that a quick answer wasn’t possible; that the nature of sin would take time to understand. Only full understanding would allow freedom of choice to continue. Destroying Satan and the other fallen angels was not a solution because that would have appeared to all creation that Lucifer’s accusation was true. If you disagree with the tyrant, he will just terminate you. Real freedom of choice would be compromised as even the loyal angels would then worship God only from fear. Love would no longer be freely chosen. Since God is love and His governing principle is love, that was not acceptable. For love to be love it has to come from freedom of the will. The full truth about Satan’s lies and the nature of rebellion and sin, and the truth as to God’s fairness would need to be demonstrated over time.  What is this demonstration over time called? The Great Controversy! (See PP 42-43 and GC 498-499).

D. War in heaven, Satan and 1/3 of the angels cast out (See Rev. 12:7-9 and verse 4 and 1:20).

Angels mourned the loss of great friendships. They had had nothing but the purest love and respect for each other for a long time. These bonds could not be fully severed just like that. 

E. Creation of the earth and the fall of humanity.

Before the rebellion had fully ripened in heaven the Father had declared that Michael the Archangel was equally God with Him. Walking into the light unapproachable had basically demonstrated that it was true. Lucifer had at first accepted the evidence, but then sulking about it over time proceeded with his disaffection until it came to a head, to war, and he was expelled. The Son of God creating the earth was the first evidence after his expulsion that he was wrong. It stood as proof that his premise was seriously flawed. It was demonstrated that the Son of God was equally God with the Father. The angels watched the Son speak things into existence. So, right from the start Satan had a special hatred for this earth and the first inhabitants, Adam and Eve.

But think about this for the angels that were loyal. They had accepted the evidence previously given that Michael the Archangel was the Son of God, truly one with the eternal. The faith that they had shown in the spoken words of God was now positively affirmed as they witnessed the Son’s creative power. Had they not been saved from joining Satan’s rebellion by choosing faith in the Son of God?

Well, we know the sad story of the fall of Adam and Eve in Genesis chapter three. Do you see a connection between Satan’s first deception and how he deceived Eve? Didn’t he convince her that God was being unfair to withhold fruit from her that would make her as wise as God? He persuaded her to take the fruit on the basis that God was unfair, unjust, and just a bit of a tyrant. She had adopted his spirit of disaffection and desire for self-exaltation.

F. Satan’s Second Major Deception. 

When Adam and Eve sinned, Satan brough forth another deception. He said that since God’s law “was changeless, and its penalty could not be remitted, every transgressor must be forever debarred from the Creator’s favor. He claimed that the sinful race were placed beyond redemption and were therefore his rightful prey” (GC 502). So, God’s law was at fault. It was too hard. The core point of this deception has to do with God’s character again. It’s based on the first deception yet with new distinct point.
God cannot or will not forgive
Justice > Mercy
Satan claimed that God and His government were not merciful. God’s law may be just but it was too hard. This is consistent with deception #1. After all, what would you expect from an unfair tyrant? 
However, there is a brilliant flip side to this accusation that God couldn’t or wouldn’t forgive. If God would forgive Adam and Eve, wouldn’t He have to forgive Satan and His angels? What then? Could they return to heaven? If not, wouldn’t God lose the human race? Satan thought he had God in a trap. Forgiveness as Satan imagined it might work would also prove the law was faulty, wouldn’t it?
Satan had much to learn. First of all, he sinned in the full light of the glory of heaven. There had been nothing left for God to show Lucifer that could have changed his mind. But Adam and Eve were deceived, and God could reveal many things to influence their choice. Forgiveness could be effective for them but not for Satan. He was actually beyond repenting. His choice was final. His heart was hard as stone. He could only be sorry that he no longer could enjoy the glory of heaven, but Adam and Eve could actually be sorry for their sin. They could experience repentance.  
G. What was God’s answer to the second deception?                                                                                 Calvary, of course! 
How did God give humanity hope and teach them that Calvary was coming? 
The prophecies of the Messiah and the sacrificial system that God instituted demonstrated for His followers a plan for forgiveness of sin.   
Satan had never dreamed that the Son of God would actually come down to earth to be that sacrifice for sin for His beloved yet fallen human race. How could He do that and uphold the justice of His law? 

Right away Satan worked to pervert the understanding of the sacrifices to make them fit his idea of God as a tyrant, unwilling to forgive – needing appeasement. He liked the perversion of the sacrificial system so much that he saw to it that it was adopted by most nations of the earth.

God’s plan through Israel was to build up a holy people that He could bless abundantly so the nations would see God’s true character of love. They were to be a blessing to the world. But because they misunderstood the sacrificial system, they had all kinds of problems with trusting God. Often they were stiff-necked and rebellious. A few listened to the prophets and cherished their messages of hope in the coming Messiah.

Satan studied those writings as he wanted to know God’s plan. We don’t know at what point he understood things - probably gradually bit by bit over time. Can you imagine his shock as it dawned on him that this Messiah was going to be the incarnate Son of God? He must have wondered, how is He going to pull that off? Satan saw the answer to his second deception and could not believe it! Would God, whom he said was a tyrant, actually die providing forgiveness of sin to save these miserable wretches? 

Satan set about to prepare the world to reject the Messiah. He controlled the minds of the self-righteous pharisees, learned how to posses the minds, bodies, and voice boxes of men. Mankind had degenerated to such a woeful, hopeless condition. When it seemed that Satan was about to triumph, at the very crisis, the Son of God came with an outpouring of divine love and grace. Now Satan had to come out in the open before the eyes of the watching universe and directly combat the Son of God in human flesh. He was ready to pounce as we see in Herod’s destruction of the babies of Bethlehem. 

Jesus showed God’s true character of love, justice and mercy in the life he lived and through the cross. Satan also revealed his true character at the cross. He was the tyrant; He killed the Messiah. God was not unfair! God was not a tyrant! God’s law wasn’t faulty! And, God could and would forgive! The proof? 1.) One human life fully obedient to the law, and 2.) one sacrifice on a cross on a hill called Mt. Calvary.

All the universe could see…it was clear…it was plain. About the cross, Colossians 2:15 says that Jesus “spoiled principalities and powers, He made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it.” The Desire of the Ages, chapter 79, says that up until the death of Christ, “holy beings had not understood Satan’s principles,” but at the cross “his disguise was torn away.” He was seen to be a murderer.  All ties of sympathy from the holy angels were broken completely.

When Christ was resurrected, couldn’t the Great Controversy have been ended at that time? Were the issues fully revealed so things could be all settled? God was seen to be love and not an unjust tyrant? It was amply shown that forgiveness could be extended; that God’s justice had not destroyed His mercy. Christ had kept the law showing that it wasn’t faulty or too severe. Could Satan and his evil host have been destroyed at that time with all the universe satisfied and peaceful once again? 

God in His all-knowing wisdom knew that not all was yet understood about the war between good and evil. Even the holy angels couldn’t see it all, and the human race didn’t even understand what happened in the Christ event. “For the sake of Man Satan’s existence must be continued. Man as well as angels must see the contrast between the Prince of Light and the prince of darkness” (DA 761).

Satan did his best to keep misrepresenting God’s character to mankind. He has always had people thinking God is an unfair tyrant and isn’t willing to forgive. The church of the Middle Ages is a case in point. However, the book of Acts tells us that after Jesus resurrection and ascension, the Holy Spirit came with power. The story of Jesus spread rapidly and people’s lives were changing. Satan’s power was breaking down. He lost much ground during the Apostolic period. Sometime during this period he came up with his third major deception. It wasn’t a completely knew idea, but with some refinement, it had the potential to work better than the first two.  

Satan reasoned falsely that since Christ died to forgive sin, the law no longer needed to be kept. God’s mercy was now greater than His justice.  
	  
H. Satan’s Third Major Deception
Mercy > Justice 
Forgiveness abrogates the law	
This deception is directly stated in The Desire of the Ages, p. 762. “Satan declared that mercy destroyed justice, that the death of Christ abrogated the Father’s law.”
This of course is not true, because if the law didn’t need to be kept, Christ didn’t need to die to pay penalty for the transgression of the law.  God could have just forgiven man as an act of mercy without the shedding of blood, without regard for justice. Besides, Christ as a human, perfectly kept the law. Why was that necessary? God obviously upheld the law in both the life and death of Jesus and showed perfect mercy at the same time…But confusion abounds today and holds up the finish of the Great Controversy. 
The Desire of Ages, p. 763.                                                                                                                         “It was because the law was changeless, because man could not be saved only through obedience to its precepts, that Jesus was lifted up on the cross. Yet the very means by which Christ established the law Satan represented as destroying it. Here will come the last conflict of the great controversy between Christ and Satan…It is the last deception that he will bring upon the world” DA 763
How will that be the last deception? How does it play out today? 
I. What is God’s answer to the third deception?
If you know the answer to the third deception, you also know the reason that God raised up the Seventh-day Adventist Church. What demonstrates that God’s forgiveness has not abrogated His law; that God’s mercy has not destroyed His justice? Obviously, people that God has enabled to keep the law proves that it is not abrogated and that God’s mercy has not destroyed His justice. It will prove that there is no reason to think God’s law is faulty, unfair, or deficient in any way. God is love and His law is a perfect love; both merciful and just. Who will be these people that God will empower to be completely faithful in keeping all of God’s commandments? 
But isn’t it impossible to always keep God’s law?
Signs of the Times, June 20, 1895.                                                                                                         “It was impossible for the sinner to keep the law of God, which was holy, just, and good; but this impossibility was removed by the impartation of the righteousness of Christ to the repenting, believing soul…Therefore he (Satan) has originated the falsehood that the sacrifice of Christ on Calvary’s cross was for the purpose of freeing men from the obligation of keeping the commandments of God…Having suffered the full penalty for a guilty world, Jesus became the Mediator between God and man, to restore the repenting soul to favor with God by giving him grace to keep the law of the Most High.” ST 6/20/1895

J. How will the third deception play out in the last generation of this earth’s history, and how will God reveal His answer then?
It will play out according to Revelation 13 and 17 with the image to the beast and the mark of the beast. And God’s answer will be shown in the end-time saints of Revelation 14:12!

The Desire of Ages, p. 763.                                                                                                                     “The warfare against God’s law, which began in heaven, will be continued until the end of time. Every man will be tested. Obedience or disobedience is the question to be decided by the whole world. All will be called to choose between the law of God and the laws of men. Here the dividing line will be drawn. There will be but two classes. Every character will be fully developed; and all will show whether they have chosen the side of loyalty or that of rebellion. Then the end will come. God will vindicate His law and deliver His people.”

K. What are other expressions that mean the same thing as the third deception? What are other ways we have heard that God’s mercy destroys His justice: that forgiveness abrogates the law?
1. The law was done away with at the cross.
2. Once saved always saved (because it doesn’t matter if you break the law, you’re still saved.
3. It’s impossible to keep the law.
4. Everything was finished at the cross.
5. Obedience to the law is just legalism.
6. Man can’t stop sinning or we’ll just keep sinning until Jesus comes.
7. We can continue to sin (breaking the law) and still be saved because we are justified.
8. Keeping the law, including the Sabbath, can’t be a salvational issue.

L. Some are mostly fighting the 2nd deception but not seeing the 3rd deception.
The third deception is Satan’s masterpiece for the last days. The mark of the beast is an attack on God’s law, the Sabbath in particular. All these various expressions of the third deception are the devil’s preparation to help one rationalize that it doesn’t make sense to die over the Sabbath issue because it doesn’t affect your salvation any way. 

M. What are some other important factors brought out by Ellen White for the last generation?

1. When Michael stands up as Daniel 12:1 says, “Then Jesus ceases His intercession in the sanctuary above.” She quotes Rev. 22:11 and states that at time, “Every case has been decided for life or death.” The sins of the righteous have been blotted out. When Jesus leaves the sanctuary, the restraint upon the wicked is fully removed and Satan plunges the world into “one great, final trouble.” At this time “the righteous must live in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor.” GC 613-614.

2. There will be a death decree against God’s true followers which will cause great anguish and heart searching, yet they will continue to trust God. GC 619.


3. We should search our hearts now and make everything right with God always so that we are ready. “Those who delay a preparation for the day of God cannot obtain it in the time of trouble [context is after the close of probation] or at any subsequent time. The case of all such is hopeless.” GC 620.

4. To be able to stand in this final time of trouble, God’s people must be in the condition that Christ was when He said, “The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in Me.” John 14:30. “It is in this life that we are to separate sin from us, through faith in the atoning blood of Jesus.” GC 623.

5. Ellen White describes the 144,00 as those who have stood without an intercessor in the final conflict (Jacob’s time of trouble and the outpouring of the plagues) and have been delivered and now stand “without fault before the throne of God.” Rev. 14:5. GC 649.

IV. Some Bible Verses for Final Generation Theology 

A. Revelation 14:3-5. The 144,000 are “without fault” at the end of the world. 

B. In the midst of the mark of the beast crisis the saints give the third angel’s warning (Rev. 13:  12-17 and 14:9-11), and keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus (verse 12).

C. 1 Thessalonians 5:23 “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Verse 24 adds, “Faithful is He that calls you, who will also do it.”                                                                We have no power to preserve ourselves blameless for the coming of Jesus, but our faithful God has that power to do it in us.   

D. 1 Thessalonians 3:13 “To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.”

E. Romans 8:18-22 NKJV (Read it from the New King James version?)
Comments –

V. Conclusion: Revealing His own fairness (justice & mercy) in every aspect of the Great Controversy including how He handles judgment is how God settles Satan’s accusations ensuring that sin will never rise again. 

A. Notice carefully the words of the redeemed when they sing the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb as they praise God on the sea of glass.                                                                                                

Revelation 15:3b-4                                                                                                                                           “Great and marvelous are they works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are they ways, thou King of saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.” 

God vindicates Himself through His righteous judgments.

B. Isaiah 5:16 “But the Lord of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness.”

In the Great Controversy God is allowing all His dealings with mankind including His judgments to be revealed to all. His love is revealed powerfully especially at Calvary proving that He is not an unfair, unjust tyrant; also proving that it’s His glory to forgive us our sins. In the final events of Revelation 13-18, God is allowing Satan his chance to fully demonstrate his governing principles. In contrast to Satan’s rule, God’s principles will be manifest in how he holds up that “last generation” enabling them by the power of the Holy Spirit to be faithful to His commandments. In the face of the greatest adversity they will live fully by His great principles of truth. This will prove that the law is not abrogated and vindicate the character of God. This is God’s plan not man’s plan.  

C. Nahum 1:9 “What do you imagine against the Lord? He will make an utter end: affliction shall not rise up the second time.”

Only an infinite, all knowing, all powerful God could make such a promise. He allowed the Great Controversy even though it has caused suffering and evil because love can only exist where there is freedom of choice. To end the sin problem without clarifying issues would have ended freedom of choice for many if not all. In this verse, God is saying that the whole Great Controversy settles all the questions and accusations that have been made against the character of God so thoroughly that God guarantees that even with freedom of choice nobody in the universe will ever choose sin again. Everyone will say “never again.”

D. Philippians 2:10-11 says that the day is coming “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in the heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Ellen White shared that it isn’t just those who remained loyal to God that honor Him so, but that all the wicked, even Satan, are included in this acknowledgment of God’s fairness and goodness; that He is God, and He alone receives this homage. This is after the New Jerusalem comes down on the earth after the 1000 years (Revelation 20). The wicked do not repent when they acknowledge God. They were about to attack the New Jerusalem, but were stopped by God’s panoramic view in the sky. God shows them the key scenes in the Great Controversy. And each one sees a replay of his or her life. They see all the ways that God has intervened in their lives and how they have resisted and refused Him. His love, His fairness, His mercy, and His justice are all so overwhelming that each one falls on their knees in an amazing moment of truth. After God withdraws the panoramic view, the effect wears off, and they proceed to attack the New Jerusalem anyway. At that point, the devil and all the wicked can be destroyed and all the beings of God’s universe will understand and never choose sin again (Nahum 1:9). The lord the is truly “exalted in judgment” and “sanctified in righteousness” as Isaiah 5:16 said.

So, why isn’t the Great Controversy finished? What is God waiting for?       

E. Christ Object Lessons, p. 69
“Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church. When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own.” COL 69







